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Only  23.3%  of  Boston's  registered  voters  participated  in  the  last  city  election,  held  on 
November  5.  1985.  The  estimated  mean  value  of  a single  family  home  in  Boston  in  1985  was 
$111,760,  a 37.4%  increase  over  the  prior  year.  Residential  condominiums  in  the  City 
have  an  aggregate  assessment  of  $2.5  billion  in  fiscal  1987  and  represent  10.1%  of  the 
City's  total  taxable  value.  Two  of  Boston's  thirteen  School  Committee  members  represent 
44.2%  of  all  students  enrolled  in  the  public  school  system  based  on  residence  in  voting 
districts.  These  are  a few  of  the  many  useful  facts  found  in  the  Bureau's  Facts  & 

Figures  report.  The  publication  is  a 63-page  digest  of  statistical  information  that  will 
serve  as  a helpful  resource  for  those  who  closely  follow  Boston  city  government.  This 
Special  Report  highlights  some  of  the  interesting  facts  found  in  the  report. 

DEMOGRAPHICS;  According  to  the  1980  Federal  Census,  Boston's  population  of  562,994  was 
70%  white,  22.4%  black  and  7.6%  "other"  minority.  Boston's  median  family  income  in  1984 
was  $19,250,  ranging  from  a high  of  $32,500  in  Back  Bay/Beacon  Hill/Central  to  a low  of 
$13,000  in  Roxbury.  The  median  rental  payment  for  housing  accommodations  was  $400.00  in 

1985.  The  estimated  mean  value  of  single  family  homes  increased  from  $49,610  in  1982  to 
$111,760  in  1985.  Approximately  93.5%  of  Boston's  total  population  is  living  in  private 
housing,  leaving  6.5%  living  in  public  housing.  Employment  for  all  sectors  in  Boston 
increased  by  16.1%  from  1976  to  1985.  From  fiscal  1985  to  fiscal  1990,  employment  in  the 
service  sector  will  increase  by  18.1%  or  by  40,800  employees,  while  employment  in  the 
industrial  sector  is  projected  to  increase  by  5.5%  or  14,900  employees. 

EXPENDITURES ; Boston's  total  general  fund  expenditures  reached  the  one  billion  dollar 
mark  in  fiscal  1986.  City,  county  and  school  operations  accoimt  for  74.8%  of  all  general 
fund  expenditures.  Debt  service  (8.2%),  pensions  (12.4%)  and  state  and  metropolitan 
assessments  (4.5%)  make  up  the  balance.  In  constant  dollars,  Boston's  total  expenditures 
decreased  by  10.5%  from  fiscal  1980  to  fiscal  1986. 

REVENUES;  In  fiscal  1986,  state  aid,  the  property  tax  and  departmental  receipts 
accounted  for  95.0%  of  the  City's  general  fund  revenues.  Actual  collections  increased 
from  $768.8  million  in  fiscal  1980  to  $1,018.3  million  in  fiscal  1986.  As  a result  of 
Proposition  2 1/2,  Boston's  revenue  mix  has  changed  with  the  City  relying  less  on  the 
property  tax  and  becoming  more  dependent  on  state  aid.  Between  fiscal  years  1980  and 

1986,  state  receipts  grew  from  25.0%  to  35.0%  of  total  general  revenue  while  the  property 
tax  decreased  from  53.9%  to  34.8%.  During  the  same  period,  departmental  receipts 
increased  from  16.0%  to  25.2%  of  total  general  revenue.  In  fiscal  1986,  for  the  first 
time  in  eleven  years,  the  City  ended  the  fiscal  year  with  an  operating  surplus  of  $6.8 
million.  That  year  the  City  incurred  an  appropriation  deficit  of  $5.4  million  which  was 
offset  by  a revenue  surplus  of  $12.2  million. 

APPROPRIATIONS ; Appropriations  for  city  and  county  departmental  operations  in  fiscal 
1987  totaled  $575.5  million,  18.3%  more  than  the  previous  year.  In  fiscal  1987,  four 
departments  accounted  for  62.9%  of  total  city  departmental  appropriations:  Health  and 
Hospitals  ($143.2  million).  Police  ($91.7  million).  Fire  ($68.2  million)  and  Public  Works 
($58.8  million).  From  fiscal  1984  to  fiscal  1987,  City  departmental  appropriations 
increased  $138.8  million  or  33.8%.  During  the  same  time,  Suffolk  County  departments 
increased  by  $7.8  million  or  43.6%. 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  (BPS) ; The  BPS  budget  has  grown  from  $245,0  million  in  fiscal  year 
1984  to  $293.0  million  in  fiscal  year  1987,  an  increase  of  $48,0  million  or  19.6%.  As  of 
January  4,  1987,  school  staff  totaled  6,865  full-time  equivalent  City  funded  positions. 

In  fiscal  1987,  employee  salaries  account  for  $201.2  million  or  68,7%  of  the  total 
budget.  Teacher  salaries  are  $121.5  million  or  60.4%  of  the  total  salary  budget.  The 
salary  budget  for  administrators,  which  includes  principals  and  headmasters,  is  $23.2 
million.  As  of  December  1986,  56,635  students  were  enrolled  in  118  schools.  There  are 
76  elementary  schools,  22  middle  schools ^ 17  high  schools  and  three  special  schools  in 
the  system.  After  two  consecutive  years  of  small  enrollment  increases,  Boston's 
enrollment  in  fiscal  1987  fell  by  291,  the  seventh  decline  in  the  past  nine  years.  The 
BPS  utilizes  only  72.7%  of  its  available  seating  capacity  system  wide  and  only  58.5%  in 
its  middle  schools.  In  1986,  the  Metropolitan  Reading  Test  scores  fell  in  nine  of  eleven 
grades  from  the  previous  year,  while  Math  Test  scores  fell  in  all  eleven  grades  surveyed. 

ASSESSING;  Total  assessed  property  value  in  Boston  for  fiscal  1987  is  approximately 
$43.9  billion.  Taxable  real  property  is  assessed  at  $22.5  billion,  taxable  personal 
property  at  $1.7  billion  and  tax-exempt  property  at  $19,7  billion.  The  fiscal  1987  tax 
rate  per  thousand  dollars  of  value  is  set  at  $23.55  for  commercial,  industrial  and 
personal  property  and  $12.02  for  residential  property.  In  fiscal  1987  the  property  tax 
levy,  the  amount  the  City  raises  in  property  taxes,  was  $421.9  million.  Commercial, 
industrial  and  personal  property  represent  49.9%  of  taxable  value.  However,  as  a result 
of  full  classification  of  property  in  the  City,  these  properties  paid  about  67.5%  of  the 
tax  levy.  Residential  property  in  Boston  represents  50.1%  of  the  taxable  value  but  pays 
only  32.5%  of  the  property  taxes. 

PERSONNEL;  As  of  January  1,  1987,  there  were  20,889  full-time  equivalent  positions  on 
all  city  payrolls,  19,305  of  which  were  paid  from  city  resources  and  1,584  from  Federal 
and  State  grants.  This  is  an  increase  in  the  total  of  792  over  January  1,  1984  figures 
and  622  from  one  year  ago.  There  were  12,938  full-time  equivalent  positions  (all  funds) 
in  City  and  County  line  departments  and  7,951  in  the  School  Department.  Personal  service 
costs  in  fiscal  1987  account  for  approximately  57.3%  of  Boston's  total  City  and  County 
appropriation  and  68.7%  of  the  School  Department  budget. 

CITY  DEBT/CAPITAL  PLANNING;  As  of  July  1936,  the  City's  net  direct  debt  per  capita  was 
$748.69  and  net  direct  debt  as  a percent  of  assessed  value  was  2.12%,  both  of  which  as  a 
measure  of  debt  are  considered  moderate.  Gross  debt  service  as  a percent  of  general 
revenue  has  declined  from  9,2%  in  fiscal  1982  to  8.3%  in  fiscal  1985.  Boston's  credit 
rating  has  been  raised  three  times  in  the  last  two  years.  On  April  19,  1985,  Moody's 
Investors  Service  raised  the  bond  rating  from  Bal  to  Baa.  Standard  and  Poors  raised 
their  rating  for  the  City  from  BBB+  to  A-  on  February  13,  1987,  the  first  change  since 
1980.  Moody's  followed  on  April  30,  1987,  with  an  upgrade  from  Baa  to  Baal.  In 
September,  1986,  the  City,  through  its  Office  of  Capital  Planning,  issued  its  second 
annual  Five-Year  Capital  Plan  which  itemized  $783.0  million  in  capital  expenditures  from 
fiscal  1987  through  fiscal  1991.  Hospitals  ($212.4  million),  public  ways  ($195.1 
million)  and  schools  ($94,5  million)  will  consume  64.1%  of  all  capital  expenditures 
during  this  period, 

A copy  of  Facts  & Figures  will  be  made  available  to  members  upon  request.  Non-members 
may  purchase  a copy  for  $6.00  including  postage. 
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